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ABSTRACT

The Sonowal Kacharis are one of the scheduled Bidldes of Assam. They are indigenous ethnic groluthe
North East part of India. The Sonowals were offemed-tribal titles like Saikia, Bora, Hazarika,threir.....Bhoj, Bahoor
Utowa, Kechaikhati puza etc. Though there are stotical records, but like many other Kachari tsibney nostalgically
trace their ancestry from the Kachari Kingdom dgthbd in the eleventh century A.D.at Dimapur. Sawen contended
that in the middle of the ninth century a strongKari kingdom was established at Sadiya. Afterattheent of the Ahoms
they shifted their kingdom to Dimapur in the thintecentury. Nevertheless the Sonowal Kacharisheeff short of the
Tibeto-Burman Bodo people who are scattered in atrttee entire north-eastern region of India. Thegnbhed out from
the parent group and spread over to Sadiya of Assadrcontributed immensely in moulding synthetics#@msse culture.
At present these tribe men are mostly concentiiatéite eastern part of Assam. In this paper amgtdnas been made to
birth related rituals of Sonowal Kachari tribes/Adsam. In every human society the birth of a child,it a male or a
female, is an occasion of joy after the family. Thenowal Kacharis perform certain rights and riuat the birth of a
child. Generally five or six rituals are held o thirth of a child. They are- Rituals related tedtvant Women, Rituals of

Rebirth system, Mukloga rituals, Bajuliwa ritua®ydhi Sabah Ceremony.
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INTRODUCTION

The Sonowal Kacharis were regarded one of the nigeeloping prominent tribes of modern Assam. Adoay
to legend the Kacharis originally lived in the lacalled Kamruli (kamrup) by which followed a rivar a great valley,
they were driven out and went to a place calleddikar(kundil or Sadiya). Among the various tribabgps of Assam, the
Sonowal Kacharis is the fifth largest plains trigabup of people. They are ‘scattered in severridistof upper Assam,
viz, Tinsuia, Dibrugarh, Sibsagar, Golaghat, Dheéraafl Lakhimpur. They are also scattered in th&idis of Sibsagar,
Jorhat, and Golaghat and in Nagaland and Arundtzalesh in North-East India, also. Their populaisoastimated at 2.5
lakh. This tribe is second in terms of literacytjafter the mizos.” In every human society thetbat a child, be it a male
or a female, is an occasion of joy after the fanillige Sonowal Kacharis perform certain rights a@hdhls at the birth of a
child. Generally five or six rituals are held om thirth of a child. They are- Rituals related tedtrant Women, Rituals of

Rebirth system, Mukloga rituals, Bajuliwa rituaBydhi Sabah Ceremony
OBJECTIVE OF THE STUDY

The paper will analyze the birth related ritualsoag the Sonowal Kacharis of Assam
METHODOLOGY

Both primary and secondary data use in prepariisgpper.
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FINDINGS AND DISCUSSIONS
A few rituals discussed of Sonowal Kacharies infthll®ewing way:-
Rituals Related to Pregnant Women

A number of own custom are prevalent in the SonoMathari society in relation to pregnant women and
newborn babies would be parents are to follow gerales and customs to ensure the birth of a hgdlaby. The male
has to abstain from any kind of killing, huntingeft and handing dead body or attending to funegegmonies etc. he is
proscribed to enter directly into the bedroom whéturning home from outside duties in the everangiight. Similarly,
the female also to abstain from certain acts. Sm®i allowed to go out of home in the eveningit @igamily where death
has occurred recently. She is proscribed fromngjtin the adjoining areas between verandah andyardr She has to
abstain from listening to the news of accidenttilelbad news, negative discussion etc. tour fishiety thorny branch at

the door.
Birth Related Rituals

When the birth is imminent, the pregnant women @hai looks after these activities. If the newbbaby is a
male, the waiting people outside the house arenméd by way or Uruil and, by thumping on the wélitiis a female
baby. Nari is cut with a knife made of bamboo. Thiegue of the newborn is cleaned with the bunchaif tips of the
mother and three drops of Rohi Mod is given onrtloaith of the baby as a Prasad of God. The driedsnlglical cord is
kept carefully in the event of sickness of the @hA\ fire is burnt beside the mother and mustamtisegarlic and Bose are
burnt in the fire. A garland made with Bos and igaid put around the neck of the child. It is bedid that the evil forces

cannot harm the child when the garland is withithly.
Rituals of Rebirth System

The Sonowal Kacharis believe in sprit of Atma anoh@&janam or rebirth. When a child is born, it & known
to which caste, religion, race or gotra the newlmzahy belonged to in the previous life. Thus, theifeve that the whole
family became impure with the birth of the babye¥teall it as Ahushi or Suwa loga or Jiya Suwa. Vitlagers do not

dine with the family till the Huchikaran or purifition ceremony is performed.
Bajuliwa Rituals

When the navel cord falls male devotees are intiteddhom ‘Mah-Prasads are offered. The mother thakes

salutation and the devotees shower blessings vgstligood to both the mother and the child.
Sudhi-Sabah Ceremony

The Sudhi Sabah a ritual is held after is heldraftenty one days in case of male baby and thiatysdn case of
a female baby. On this day the child’s head isdcsbaved by the father and the hair that are cug ba be preserved
ceremoniously. On the occasion of sudhi Sabahwadfa/otees are invited to hold Namkritan. The bigblylessed by the

devotes so that the little one from that day beaeeal Kachari.
Mukhloga Rituals

The Sonowal Kacharis believe that the newbornveddrom Mukhloga made from vermin compost andvsali

of the mother is put on the forehead of the baloyn&imes the newborn’s hand or foot is tied arowitd a disconnected
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small thread. It is also believed that the babyhenlap. They believe that the impurity due totbiof a newborn is more

than the impurity due to the death of a membeheffamily.
CONCLUSIONS

In the above discussion it can be observed thtt bétated rituals gave more importance of the Sahdachari
tribe of Assam like other tribe. Agriculture, weagij horticulture, rearing animals are their livelitdl. Like other primitive
community Sonowal Kacharis are not totally depenaenforest but they dependence with nature intoeseoituals and

customs.
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